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AP European history is a course designed to give you a college experience while you’re still in high school.  As a result, the course is 
taught as a college course similar to those offered to college Freshman and Sophomores.  Though you are literally still high school 
students, you will be treated as college students, as far as SHS guidelines will allow.  Such a situation brings several responsibilities 
you must be aware of: 

 
1. For the most part, this course will be taught on a lecture and discussion basis.  Within this framework, you 
 are greatly encouraged to participate, ask questions, comment, agree, or disagree.  As a student, YOU have 
 much to offer.  Don’t let me, the teacher, dominate. 
 
2. You’ll have a collegiate level textbook this year, McKay’s History of Western Society.  This is an excellent  
               intellectual text used by many colleges.  Be aware that is assumes that you have a small degree of  
               knowledge of European History.  As this text is rather hefty, you are not required to bring them to class  
               unless requested. 

 
3. Classwork is based on the assumption that you have read the assigned materials.  Lectures are additional 
 material added to the text.  THUS, it is imperative that you (1) read the texts, and (2) take notes.   

Failing to do either is the road to GPA disaster. 
 

4. Exams tend to be as follows:  (a) Multiple Choice and Short Answer cover text material, minutiae, specific  
facts, names, places, etc. (b) Essays cover broader lectures and ideas including philosophies, general 
movements, etc.  Also, essays MUST be written in proper form (MLA) with specific examples to back up 
general facts.  Experience has proven that the higher AP score is the one that includes many specifics in a 
properly written essay!!! 
 

5. Papers, Essays, Outlines… are due on dates assigned.  Late papers must be accompanied by an excellent 
 excuse to avoid penalty (death, Plague, kidnapped, Ebola).   

 
All non-excellently excused late papers carry lower grades.   
Not turned in the period it is due = 50% Credit.   
 
             (DON’T LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOU!) 

 
Don’t wait until the last minute to read assigned books or outside reading. 

 
6. The library (as well as my collection) has on reserve several other college texts.  If you find that your text  
 and class notes do not clearly explain a specific topic for you, go to these texts and read another  
 interpretation.  Also, I am always more than happy to spend time with you during my student assistance  
  period or after school to work on essays, ideas or if you just have questions, just let me know. 

 
7. Helpful Hints from Former AP Euro Students: 

 
 a.  Keep a vocabulary list for each unit 

b.  Never assume that information on one unit will not reappear on later tests.  History is a series of inter-
related events, not separate study topics. 
c.  Maintain an awareness of how the map of Europe is changing as you progress from 1450 to the present. 
d.  Dates are far less important than proper chronology.  Unless you’re warned, don’t feel the need to 
memorize dates. 
e.  Listen for clues and hints on areas of importance.  Subconsciously, all teachers will repeat and over-
ly emphasize the most important topics, facts, etc… 
f.  As you study for each test, approach each unit from these 3 perspectives: 
       1.  political and economic developments of that era 
        2.  social and cultural developments (including social trends, change over time) 
       3.  intellectual developments 
These are the 3 main topics that the College Board uses to create the AP questions you’ll see on May 6th. 
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Classroom Rules and Expectations: 

1. NO CELL PHONES are permitted once THE BELL RINGS.  Put them in your backpack, not your pocket. 
2. Students will be in their seats and ready for instruction when the bell rings. 
3. Students displaying improper behavior will be warned once verbally.  Repeat offenses will result in after school 

detention and a phone call home. 
4. Students with questions should ask before the beginning of class.  If the question requires more time to answer then 

students should see me after class to schedule an appointment for another time. 
5. You have 4 minutes to get to class.  I expect everyone to get to class on time.  You will get one “freebie” per 

semester.  Each additional late will automatically result in a detention. 
6.    You are not allowed to talk when the teacher is speaking, or if a student is asking or answering a question.  Not only 

is this disrespectful but it prevents the other students from having a wholesome learning environment. 
7.    Students are expected to attend every Seminar as assigned, as AP Euro is a course driven by Seminar.  Failure to 

attend will result in a lower grade and you will miss valuable information, which will not be given out again in class.  
If for some acceptable reason you will be unable to attend Seminar you must notify me asap so that arrangements 
can be made (role assignments will need to be altered so that Seminar will run smoothly). 

8.    While AP Euro is a very demanding course you are still expected to fulfill your obligations to all your other classes, 
especially in regards to homework.  You must learn to balance AP Euro and the rest of your schedule.  AP Euro is 
never an acceptable excuse to be given to other teachers for any reason.  Time management is key. 

 
Classroom Supplies: 

        Due to the level at which this class will be taught, the way you organize and maintain course material is up to you. 
 You may use a laptop during lecture if you wish (Word-processing ONLY, all other apps must remain closed). 
 

Seminar Assignments: 
 For selected Seminars, a written portion will be due on the day of debate/discussion.  The assignment will usually be 

an essay.  These assignments all must be typed and follow proper MLA format.  No hand written assignments 
will be accepted.  As a general rule, most assignments will be 4 - 6 pages.   

 
Grading System: 
 Major Multiple Choice and Short Answer Exams are equal to the number of questions. 
 Map Quizzes are equal to the number of labels asked.  

  Essay Exams (LEQ & DBQ) are graded on a 6 or 7 point AP Rubric – provided on website below 
 Seminar Essays, Reaction Papers, Summaries, Outlines (Letter Grade:  A – F) 
 Seminar Presentations/Discussions are graded on a 10 point student rubric 
  - Participation is required as part of this class and will have a direct impact on your grade. 

 
Website:  (For use by Students and Parents) 

 
A class website has been created for use by AP Euro students/parents and can be accessed using the address below.  
The site will be updated with useful information on a regular basis.  The following is a brief list of what is available 
on the site: 
 1.  Digital versions of Seminars   2.  PDF files of readings when available 
 3.  Due dates for assignments   4.  Exam/Quiz Schedule for ‘19 – ‘20 
  

*****  https://www.pittsfordschools.org/Page/14467  ***** 
 

You can reach me in the Social Studies Office (room 213) or at 267-3134. 
 

Congratulations on taking the best class at SHS - Welcome to AP Euro. 
 
HOMEWORK: 
Parents…your child’s first homework assignment is for you to please e-mail me at paul_levan@pittsford.monroe.edu by 
Friday (9/6).  In the subject line type in your child’s name (first and last) and course (AP Euro).  This will help me 
effectively communicate with you throughout the year and to inform you of upcoming due dates for major assignments, 
projects… If you do not have an e-mail address / do not wish to receive updates, please sign below and return this sheet 
to class with your child.  Please fill in the subject line as indicated above.  I will be receiving over 150 parent emails by 
Friday! 


